DEMOCRATIC RACE 


Bernie Sanders stays in 2020 race, 
will debate Joe Biden on Sunday. A6 
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WEINSTEIN SENTENCED 


Former Hollywood executive gets 
23 years for sexual misconduct. A6 
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Starting today state residents can 
expect to receivie information. B1 
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-1,464 


The Dow fell by nearly 1,500 
points on Wednesday, 
making it the index’s sec- 
ond-largest point drop in 
history, trailing only Mon- 
day’s plunge of 2,013. 


Again, 
stocks 


take a 
tumble 


By STAN CHOE, 
DAMIAN J. TROISE 
AND ALEX VEGA 
Associated Press 


NEW YORK — Stocks tum- 
bled Wednesday as fears about 
the economic damage from the 
coronavirus outbreak intensi- 
fied and investors questioned 
whether any economic re- 
sponse from Washington will 
be effective — when and if they 
see one. 

The Dow Jones Industrial 
Average dropped 1464 points, 
bringing it 20% below its 
record set last month and 
putting it in what Wall Street 
calls a “bear market?” The 
broader S&P 500, which pro- 
fessional investors care more 
about, is just 1 percentage point 
away from falling into bear 
territory and bringing to end 
one of the greatest runs in Wall 
Street’s history. 

Vicious swings like Wednes- 
day’s are becoming routine as 
investors rush to sell amid 
uncertainty about how badly 
the outbreak will hit the econo- 
my. The day’s loss wiped out a 
1167 point gain for the Dow 
from Tuesday and stands as the 
index’s second-largest point 
drop, trailing only Monday’s 
plunge of 2,013. 
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Trump bans 
travel from 
Europe to US 
for 30 days 


By Lisa MASCARO, 
ANDREW TAYLOR, 
JILL COLVIN 

AND ZEKE MILLER 
Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — Taking 
drastic action Wednesday, 
President Donald Trump an- 
nounced he is cutting off travel 
from Europe to the US. and 
moving to ease the economic 
cost of a viral pandemic that is 
roiling global financial markets 
and disrupting the daily lives of 
Americans. 

Trump made the announce- 
ment that he is suspending all 
travel from Europe to the U.S. 
for 30 days beginning at 11:59 
p.m. Friday during a rare Oval 
Office address to the nation. 
After days of playing down the 
threat, he blamed the Europe- 
an Union for not acting quickly 
enough to address the novel 
coronavirus and claimed that 
US. clusters were “seeded” by 
European travelers. 

“We made a lifesaving move 
with early action on China,“ 
Trump said. “Now we must 
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CORONAVIRUS IN CONNECTICUT 


TATE ISSU 


“We have not seen a pandemic like 
this in 100 years. None of us who are 
in this room today have ever been 
through anything quite like this.” 


State epidemiologist Matthew Cartter, below left, 
with Gov. Ned Lamont last month 


MARK MIRKO/HARTFORD COURANT 


The day’s events 


> A third Connecticut resident has tested positive for 
COVID-19, despite no previous contact with the virus. 


> UConn became the latest state university to announce 
that it will shift to online learning. B1 


> The World Health Organization declares the novel 
coronavirus is now a pandemic. A3 


> The coronavirus outbreak is quickly having an impact 
on the Connecticut economy. B1 


> State lawmakers moved to change legislative rules to 
extend upcoming committee deadlines and allow legisla- 
tors to vote on bills by phone at the committee level. B1 


> Hundreds of students protest the CIAC’s decision to 
cancel all of its remaining winter tournaments. C1 


> Men’s and women’s NCAA Tournament games will be 
played without fans, and likely in smaller venues. C1 


NBA suspends season 


The league is suspending its season until further notice 
after Wednesday because of coronavirus concerns. C3 


ES 
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University of New Haven students Victoria Salazar, left, and Alexis Cervantes leave their residence hall after the campus closed due 
to coronavirus concerns. The two California natives will be living in a hotel until Friday, when a flight will take them home. 


Officials predict ‘widespread’ transmission 
across Connecticut over the coming days 


By ALEX PUTTERMAN 
AND NICHOLAS 
RONDINONE 


A third Connecticut resi- 
dent has tested positive for 
COVID-9 as public health 
officials warned Wednesday 
that the state is facing “wide- 
spread” transmission of the 
coronavirus in coming days. 

“It is only a matter of time 
before we have widespread 
community transmission 
throughout the state of Con- 
necticut,’ said state epidemi- 
ologist Matthew Cartter at a 
briefing Wednesday after- 
noon in Hartford. “We need to 
assume that COVID-19 is 
here.” 

Cartter said the latest case, 
an elderly New Canaan man 
who lives at home and is being 
treated at Norwalk Hospital, 
has had no known exposure to 


the virus. It appears to be the 
state’s first “community-ac- 
quired” case of COVID~19, the 
disease caused by the new 
coronavirus. Previous cases 
apparently stemmed from 
trips to infected areas outside 
Connecticut. 

On the day the World Heath 
Organization officially de- 
clared COVID~-19 a pandemic, 
Cartter cautioned that the 
situation in Connecticut 
would soon get worse. 

Cartter said some state resi- 
dents will die from the virus 
but that officials would try “to 
make that number as small as 
possible.” 

“What we are going 
through is incredibly diffi- 
cult” Cartter said. “We have 
not seen a pandemic like this 
in 100 years. None of us who 
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Fewer than 100 people have been tested 
for COVID-19 as virus stresses state lab 


By DAVE ALTIMARI, 
EMILY BRINDLEY, 
ALEX PUTTERMAN 
AND JOSH KOVNER 


Even as they announced 
Wednesday that the co- 
ronavirus outbreak will 
threaten all of Connecticut, 
state officials acknowledged 
they have only tested 90 peo- 
ple so far because the state 
laboratory isn’t equipped to 
handle more tests. 

“We can do 40 to 60 tests a 
day for every acute care hospi- 
tal in Connecticut,’ state epi- 
demiologist Matthew Cartter 
said Wednesday at the daily 
press conference in the Emer- 
gency Operations Center. 


Testing will expand by next 
week when private facilities 
begin handling the growing 
number of people suspected 
of having COVID-19, the dis- 
ease caused by the co- 
ronavirus. 

Cartter said the state only 
has five people currently certi- 
fied to do the test — up from 
just two earlier this week — 
and will add two more next 
week. But he acknowledged 
that number is far too small to 
handle the expected crush of 
samples that will need to be 
tested as the virus spreads 
which he said was “inevi- 
table” 
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